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Using an approach which brings Shakespeare's plays alive, this series helps students to view
each play as a performance as well as appreciating the complexities of plot and character. In this
case, Hamlet is presented in its original form with a line-by-line modern English version on the
facing page.

Timeless biblical stories are lovingly brought to a child's level in this read-aloud treasury. Editor
William Bennett (The Children's Book of Virtues) starts with "Daniel in the Lion's Den," a story
that epitomizes the courage it takes to stand firm in one's faith. While he also includes the story
of "The Little Lost Lamb" (based on Luke 15: 3-7), Bennett is broad-minded enough to include
numerous other stories that touch upon the meaning of faith without being biblical in origin. For
instance, young readers will be exposed to great writers such as Leo Tolstoy in the short story
"Where Love Is, God Is" and Oscar Wilde in "The Selfish Giant." Although the old-fashioned
style of illustrations will no doubt feel nostalgic for some, they are also a throwback to a time
when white folks were the only people represented in children's Christian literature. Even Moses
has light skin. One of the few characters to actually have color in his face is the bald, brown-
skinned devil. A shameful lapse in an otherwise noble attempt.From School Library
JournalKindergarten-Grade 4-This is a m?lange of Bible stories (Daniel, Samuel), prayers,
poems, Scripture passages, saintly legends (Christopher, Martin of Tours), biographical material
(on Clara Barton, Louis Braille, John Newton), classic writings (by Leo Tolstoy, Hans Christian
Andersen, Robert Browning, Oscar Wilde), and patriotic quotations (from Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson). It has almost all familiar material, often retold in clear, basic language. Its
purpose, to quote from the introduction, is "to help youngsters learn that we all belong to the
Almighty, and that we must strive to live in ways that glorify him." The emphasis is Christian.
Organization is nonexistent; all of the different genres are mixed together, with no information as
to their origins or if they're based on fact or original stories. The material is presented in a large
format with well-spaced type and illustrated with full-color paintings of all sizes, which give
interest and drama to the text. However, they have an old-fashioned look that often resembles
1950s' Sunday-school tracts. While some homes and church libraries may want this, most
school and public libraries have all of these selections in more attractive, better organized
sources.Patricia Pearl Dole, formerly at First Presbyterian School, Martinsville, VA Copyright
2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistGr. 4-6, younger for reading aloud. Bennett,
well known for his view on America's crumbling culture, offers a companion to The Children's
Book of Virtues (1995)that has goodness and faith at its core. There are poems; tales from Hans
Christian Andersen and Leo Tolstoy; Bible stories and proverbs; and pieces of Americana,
including advice from Thomas Jefferson ("Adore God; Reverence and cherish your parents . . ."),



and a story about Ben Franklin calling on God. Each selection is introduced with a line or two
that suggests its purpose or ultimate moral. Although most of the material has a Christian focus,
there are several Old Testament pieces, as well as the story of Hanukkah. Final illustrations were
not available for review, but the watercolors and black-and-white drawings in the galley are
similar in design to pictures in other books that Hague and Bennett have produced. Source
notes would have been both helpful and interesting to parents, who, in many cases, will be
reading this aloud to their children. Ilene CooperCopyright © American Library Association. All
rights reservedFrom the Inside FlapA wonderful inspirational treasury of beloved prayers,
stories, hymns, Biblepassages, and more--collected in a beautifully illustrated hardcover edition
destined to become a classic. A must-have for every family!About the AuthorWilliam J. Bennett
served as Secretary of Education and Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities
under President Reagan and Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy under
President Bush. Dr. Bennett is currently a co-director of Empower America and co-chairs the
Partnership for a Drug-Free America.Michael Hague has illustrated numerous works for
children.Read more
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Israel Drazin, “This is an easy and interesting way to learn about this classic. Hamlet, to perhaps
over simplify, is the story of a prince of Denmark, Hamlet, who is instructed by the ghost of his
father, the former king of Denmark, that his brother poisoned him. The brother married his wife,
Hamlet’s mother, and the ghost wants Hamlet to get revenge for him. He does so but is
conflicted throughout the play.This book with a modern English version is a wonderful way to
read and understand the classic.The following are some examples of the original followed by a
modern English version:“Frailty, thy name is woman!” “Weakness and womanhood go
together!”“O that this too too solid flesh would melt.” “If only my too solid flesh would melt.”“The
funeral baked meats Did coldly furnish the marriage tables.” “The leftover meat pies from the
funeral were served up cold for the wedding breakfast.”“And keep you in the rear of your
affection Out of the shot and danger of desire.” “and stay out of harm’s way by controlling your
affections.”“safety lies in fear.” “safety lies in fearing the worst.”“This above all: to thine own self
be true.” “This above all else; be consistent.”All in all, an easy way to experience and understand
a classic.”

kevin, “Teens and reading. was very good for the purpose of the purchase----- teenage daughter
in H.S. mandatory for English. This book really helped her break everything down for the essay
that needed to be turned in.I strongly believe any teen or young adult who wishes to understand
Shakespeare more better to comprehend it in order to appreciate it, should get this book.”

Scampo, “Even better than they used to be!. These guides really are top notch as they simplify
the text and allow students to enjoy the original text in ways nothing else can. I congratulate the
author for doing such a fine job here. Really, these are very useful books if you are studying any
of the Bard's plays. And what an utterly wonderful play Hamlet is!”

Dale, “Perfect for son's school studies.  Thanks. Great handy for A- level study.  Thanks”

liz, “study made easy. A definite must have for students studying Hamlet. Shakey on one side
and modern translation on other. Translated clearly and concisely. Happy days.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. super !!!”

The book by Nancy Loewen has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 15 people have provided feedback.
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